Infant outcome following labor induction.
A matched control study was undertaken in which 156 children were examined between ages 23 and 62 months after births associated with spontaneous labor, oxytocin-induced labor, or prostaglandin E2 (PGE2)--induced labor. Physical development was not adversely affected by labor induction based on height and weight percentiles. The frequency of neurologic or developmental abnormalities not attributable to postdelivery events was the same overall in induced and spontaneous labors (19.2 per 1,000), but those abnormalities occurring after labor induction all followed use of oxytocin. None followed PGE2 despite case-selection criteria which specifically chose PGE2 cases from among those with documented adverse drug-related reactions.